Ambherst Zoning Board of Appeals
206 South Main Street

Ambherst, Ohio 44001
June 24, 2026 6:30pm

Present: Excused:

Don Anderson

John Jeffreys

Scott Vilagi

Terry Tomaszewski Other City Officials:

Heather Knoble Law Director Pecora
David Macartney
Tammy Nixon

Mr. Tomaszewski opened the meeting at 6:30pm.
Pledge of Allegiance
Mr. Tomaszewski swears all in that will speaking before the Zoning Board.

1. Mr. Vernon Rogers, residing at 550 Mcintosh Lane, is requesting a 56 sq. ft. variance for
their existing tertiary gazebo structure. Mr. Rodgers thanked the board for the meeting
and introduced his wife, Robin. Mr. Rogers stated they have been residence of the City
of Amherst for 27 years and although he has been told to ask forgiveness than
permission by some neighbors, he hopes asking permission runs in his favor. Mr. Rogers
stated he would like to build a 24'x24’ accessory structure but understand this will
throw his third building in non-compliance. Mr. Rogers stated he has spoken to his
neighbors and went over the plans; neighbors had no complaints on what they were
asking for. Mr. Rodgers stated the new building will match the house with siding and
roof and will meet all city codes. Mr. Roges stated he believes this will also add value to
his property. Mr. Rogers stated there are similar buildings in his neighborhood. Mr.
Macartney thanks Mr. Rodgers for asking permission. Mr. Macartney stated the
applicant, Mr. Rogers has an existing 10’x12’ gazebo which currently complies but with
the new 24’x24’ proposed building it throws it out of compliance. Mr. Macartney stated
if approved this will allow Mr. Rogers to rebuild without any issues. Mr. Tomaszewski
asked if the gazebo was secured down. Mr. Rogers stated yes, they secured with bolts
so winds can’t move it. Mr. Tomaszewski asked if they had a fence. Mr. Rogers stated
yes, a 6ft high fence. Law Director Pecora had no questions or comments at this time.



After deliberation, the Board made the following findings:

o

The requested variance is not substantial for this property. While this determination alone is
not sufficient to justify granting the variance, it is important, especially in the context of other
factors.

The requested variance would not substantially alter the essential character of the
neighborhood, and the adjoining properties would not suffer a substantial detriment as a
result of the variance.

The spirit and intent behind the zoning requirement would be observed and substantial
justice would be done by granting the requested variance.

The requested variance would not adversely affect the delivery of governmental services.

It is the decision of the Board to reverse the decision of the Building Official and grant your request
for a 56 sq. ft. area variance relating to an existing 120 sq. ft. accessory structure, 56 sq. ft. larger than
allowed by ACO § 1145.05(b)(3). Approved 5-0

Motion made by Mr. Vilagi to move into deliberative session, seconded by Mr. Jeffreys.
Approved 5-0

Motion by Mr. Jeffreys to move back into regular session, seconded by Ms. Knable.
Approved 5-0.

Approval of minutes from February 26, 2026: Mr. Anderson motions to approve the
minutes, seconded by Mr. Vilagi. Approved 5-0

Next scheduled meeting Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at 6:30pm. Approved 5-0

Adjourn: Mr. Jeffreys motions to adjourn at 6:44pm, seconded by Ms. Knoble. Approved
5-0
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