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Minutes of the Ordinance Committee Meeting held June 1, 2026, at 7:00 P.M.  

Present in Council Chambers were Chairman Dembinski, Mr. Nahorn, Mr. Wachholz, 

Mr. Janik, Mr. Mowcomber, Mr. Winiarski, Council President Wasilk, Mayor 

Costilow, Auditor Phillips, Treasurer Miller, Assistant Law Director Ward, Law 

Director Pecora, Police Chief Cawthon.   

 

A-26-20    Amending the current Amherst DORA policy to include a temporary  

Trial 2006 – summer seasonal operational calendar to include hours  

12:00 P.M. to 10:00 P. M. Daily Sunday-Saturday from May 15  

through September 27, 2026 

 

 

Mayor Costilow said while he is still not in favor of expanding the DORA he 

has proposed a compromise. Just changing the time wasn't enough so he reworked 

the whole application process. Mr. Winiarski asked about the times on Sunday 

to leave it from 1pm to 9pm. He also brought over an example of the DORA cups 

and explained how that process works with the cups. He then recapped that we 

will continue to have a special event DORA but also include a new Friday to 

Sunday DORA. Nothing will change for special events. He noted there was not 

an end date so this will be on going if approved. The mayor asked if we wanted 

to have the weekend DORA timeboxed so it wouldn't take effect during the 

winter.  

 

Mr. Mowcomber asked the mayor about staffing for the police and Mayor Costilow 

answered we hoped to have an additional officer dedicated to that area if 

possible, depending on other staffing requirements. Mr. Mowcomber asked for 

more specifics on the overtime dollar amount and Mayor Costilow said it may 

double compared to last year. Mr. Mowcomber then asked about how that will be 

funded and has concerns about the city picking up the staffing cost. Mrs. 

Wasilk brought up that if this happens year round she has concerns about the 

DORA being active when students are walking home from school, and would like 

to see the DORA start at 4:00 pm on Friday. She also brought up that on the 

current DORA sign the cup is listed as biodegradable but the cup is not. 

 

Chair Dembinski asked about the amendment procedure and the law director 

explained. Police Chief Cawthon expanded on the funding requirements. He also 

believes having the hours consistent would be best. Mr. Mowcomber asked about 

the staffing requirements again and the chief said it was their desire to have 

an officer there but it's not necessarily mandatory. Mr. Janik asked about 

the police officer vacation home check program and then asked why the chief 

thinks we need a dedicated officer. The chief answered we're different from 

the other communities and will plan for the worst but hope for the best outcome 

to start and then we can adjust from there if needed. Mr. Janik then asked 

what formula was used to determine when an extra officer was needed for a  
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special event DORA and the mayor answered they work with the police chief and 

event organizer to take a best educated guess on if one would be needed or 

not. Mr. Janik asked how we paid for the police required for the Memorial Day 

parade and the chief answered him. Mr. Janik then asked about another upcoming 

event with the name "Pub Crawl" and the mayor explained that that event has 

not asked for the DORA but the Chief said they will still determine if another 

officer is required. Mr. Janik pointed out that the current application needs 

to be updated with the current list of businesses. Mr. Janik asked to have 

another clause added concerning if the organizer is a 501(c)3 organization. 

Mayor Costilow responded that on the application all the events currently are 

from Main Street Amherst and that Mr. Janik is a board member of Main Street 

Amherst.  

 

Mr. Mowcomber commented that the core of the application is that the business 

are for-profit businesses, and that the only data that we have received was 

request by Mr. Wachholz and provided by the Police Chief at a previous meeting.  

 

Ms. Phillips asked about the businesses that are part of the DORA and the time 

that the businesses with liquor licenses open and why we need it earlier in 

the day. Mr. Winiarski answered that he thinks most are opened during when 

the DORA timeframe. Chair Dembinski mentioned that on Sundays Browns games 

tend to start at 1:00 p.m. Mr. Winiarski provided kudos to Mr. Janik but 

there's more to it than just being a non-profit organization.  

 

Mr. Winiarski then spoke to Mr. Mowcomber about the costs associated with the 

program. He mentioned that we'll learn by doing and if we learn that the 

program isn't right for Amherst we have the ability to modify it to better 

fit Amherst and our whole community. He asked for clarification to Mrs. Wasilk  

about her earlier question about the biodegradable cup and Mrs. Wasilk answered 

that the cups are not actually biodegradable so the statement is incorrect.  

 

Mr. Mowcomber asked about the process and Chair Dembinski, Mayor Costilow, 

and Law Director Pecora explained the process. Mr. Mowcomber asked how the 

mayor could stop the DORA and Mayor Costilow answered it's by state law.  

 

Mr. Winiarski motioned to change the Sunday hours to 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Seconded by Mr. Janik.  Voice vote 6-1, Mr. Nahorn voted no.  Motion passes. 

 

Mr. Winiarski motioned to accept the application in its amended form.  Seconded 

 by Ms. Harmmych. Voice vote 7-0 to accept the amended form.   

 

Mr. Janik wants council to consider adding an exemption for 501(c)3 

organizations from requiring additional police enforcement and expounded on 

why he believes that. Mr. Janik motioned to exempt 501(c)3 from requiring 

additional police enforcement. No second was made, so the motion fails.  
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Mayor Costilow explained that the additional police enforcement is optional 

by determination from the mayor and safety service forces. Mr. Mowcomber 

agrees with Mr. Janik but does not support the overall process.  

 

Mr. Wachholz motioned to send this back to council floor.  Seconded by Mr. 

Winiarski. Roll call vote 5-2 with Mr. Mowcomber and Mr. Nahorn voting no.   

(This will be considered under second reading as it was moved to do so on 

5/26/26) 

 

   

Mr. Wachholz motioned to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Harmych.   Vote 7-0 to 

adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.  

 

Brian Dembinski, Chairman 

Ordinance Committee 

 

 

 


